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· Violence against women is a universal phenomenon.  Although current statistical measurement of violence against women is a limited source of information, according to the UN the rates of women who experience violence at least once in their lifetime vary from several to 59 % depending on where they live.
· The World Health Organization (WHO), assess that globally every third girl and woman is exposed to violence during their lifetime.
· Violence against women is a fundamental, serious problem that exists independently of national borders, regardless of ethnic background and regardless of social affiliation.
· Violence, incest, rape, forced marriage, female genital mutilation and trafficking are phenomena which have to be given high priority on the political agenda.

· Violence against women is not only a gross violation of women's rights; it also slows social and economic development. Living a life with the absence of violence is a basic human right, and we will never achieve full equality in absence of violence. 

· Such violence expresses a fundamental inequality and is an extreme form of oppression in any society. It is a social problem to be solved politically and legally - and should never be privatized.

· Strengthening the efforts to combat sexual and gender based violence is thus a grave global problem which has to be addressed forcefully.  That is an important reason why Norway have been supporting this project with 2,5 million Euros since 2008. It is therefore a pleasure for me to be able to contribute to open this conference today, focusing on this very important topic.
· How shall we so deal with this problem in praxis?  They are, of course, serious crimes and have to be treated as such. Such crimes must thus be investigated and punished. Violence against women must be treated with the same degree of seriousness as other crimes.

· However, preventing is always better than punishing after the deed.  One important approach to combat violence against women is that we work with men and boys. We need to help change attitudes and perceptions of what it means to be a man. It is important to encourage young men to support more gender equitable social norms, healthy lifestyles and discourage violent behaviour against community, women and peers.
· In this connection I would like to mention a project called "Be a man - change the rules", organized by CARE International and Centre E8 and supported by Norway.  The project’s focus is to contribute to such a change through working with young boys in a number of cities and towns all over Serbia.
· Although it is beyond the scope of this particular project, it is still both relevant and important to draw attention to Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security. Promoting women’s inclusion in peace and security issues is a priority for the Norwegian Government. 

· Norway provides a significant effort to contribute to the Resolution's implementation in many countries and through various international organizations, in addition to the effort that made in Norwegian society.   Here I would particularly like to highlight:

· Efforts to combat sexual violence in conflict must still be given priority. Key words here are measures against impunity, prevention of the use of rape as a weapon of war, and training of security forces and observance of international humanitarian law.

· In post-conflict situations it is important to support reform of the security sector. We support a number of projects to strengthen the gender perspective in this work, among other things to ensure women's access to justice.

· In societies undergoing significant transition and reform processes, as in Serbia, it is also important to find measures that strengthen women's role and participation in the security sector. For example, Norway entered only a few days ago into financing a project under UN auspices in Serbia to strengthen women's participation in the military and police forces.

· Back to today's event: This project is the first of its kind in Serbia, in the sense that this is the first that has been addressing systemic institutional response to the sexual and gender based violence. This endeavor requires engagement of a number of various stakeholders at all levels: 
· Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, as the main government body, Ministries of Justice, Health and Interior as government bodies whose role is indispensable in addressing the violence-related issues, local self-governments and other local bodies that are dealing with such cases on a daily basis, and the civil society, who has been playing a pivotal role over the past decades in trying to provide support to the victims of violence. 

· We are very happy to see that the National Strategy for Combating Violence against Women in Family and in Intimate Partner Relationships was adopted by the Government of the Republic of Serbia. This policy document is a landmark in the integration of gender perspective into national institutional approach in addressing violence against women as a problem of public interest.

· The recent adoption of the General Protocol on the procedures of inter-institutional cooperation in the cases of violence shows the commitment of the Government of Serbia and the understanding that this problem can only be addressed through inter-sectoral cooperation. 

· The number of reported cases of domestic violence in Serbia is increasing. That does not necessarily mean that domestic violence is more widespread than before, it may be a result of people being more ready not to accept and close their eyes regarding such abuse.  If the latter is the case, the higher number of reported cases may be seen as a somewhat positive development.  

· However, having said so, the sad reality in Serbia is that violence against women is very widespread. Recent research conducted within the SGBV project confirms that every second woman in Serbia is a victim of some form of violence, be that psychological, physical, economical or sexual.  
· According to news reports so far in 2011, 44 women have been killed in partnership relations or in a domestic context.  In 2010 - 30 women were killed by their current or ex partners.  These are dramatic figures, illustrating that combating domestic violence must be given a higher priority – and that a project like this could be important for very, very many.
· Men are often committing family violence against women. In more than 80%, husbands and partners are those who are committing violence. In this respect I take particular note of the component of this project that is particularly focused on working with perpetrators, and the contributions made by the Norwegian organization "Alternatives to violence".

· We hope that the outcome of this project will bring about the change not only in establishing a new institutional approach in dealing with violence against women, but also in changing patriarchal gender patterns present in mindsets of people and creating socially responsible environment that condemns publically violence against women.  However, as the crime figures I referred to indicate: there is still a long way to go. 
